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MARINE RESERVE SYSTEM 

895. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment:  
I refer to attempts to establish a representative, comprehensive marine reserve system in Western Australia.   

(1) What is the current total area of marine parks and nature reserves in Western Australia?   

(2) What portion of state waters does the answer to (1) represent? 

(3) What is the total area of marine no-take zones in Western Australia? 
(4) What portion of state waters does the answer to (3) represent? 

(5) What area of marine no-take zones has been added to the reserve system since the election of the Gallop 
Government?   

(6) What area of marine no-take zones was added to the reserve system after the election of the Court 
Government?   

(7) Why has the minister failed to establish the five additional marine parks promised prior to the 2001 
election? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 
The Minister for the Environment provides the following response.  In view of the time and the relative length of 
the answer, I seek leave to have the answer incorporated into Hansard. 
Leave granted. 
The following material was incorporated - 
 
 
1. 1, 226,978 hectares 

2. Approximately 9.7% 

3. 198,074 hectares comprising the 132,000 hectare Hamelin Pool Marine Nature Reserve and 66,074 hectares across four of the 
State’s seven marine parks. 

4. Approximately 1.6% 

5. 3,050 ha 

6. None 

7. The Jurien Bay Marine Park was established in August 2003.  During 2004 formal notices of intent have been released for public 
comment in accordance with the requirements of the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 for the creation of two new 
marine parks and a marine management area in the Montebello/Barrow Islands region, for extensions to the Rowley Shoals and 
Ningaloo Marine Parks, and for the creation of the Muiron Islands Marine Management Area.  Each of these proposals is being 
progressed towards finalisation in the light of stakeholder views and the Ministerial concurrence requirements of the CALM Act.  
Planning and consultation processes prior to the release of a formal notice of intent have also been undertaken for proposed 
marine conservation reserves in the Dampier Archipelago/Cape Preston, Leeuwin-Naturaliste and Walpole-Nornalup Inlets areas.  
The Government is committed to community consultation and consideration of stakeholder views in the development of 
additional marine parks. 

 
 


